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From A for of the Basic Law to 7 for :
this booklet provides a snapshot of Sin Chung Kai’s
work in the Legislative Council and how he addressed
various challenges that the Information and
Communication Technology Industry, and the Hong
Kong community in general, faced during the year.
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Hong Kong’s IT industry emerged out of the economic
doldrums in 2003 with renewed vigour and hope. As the
legislator representing the ICT industry, it is imperative that
| push for continuous improvements and seek ways to
remove restrictions or barriers at policy and regulatory level
to ensure that the industry here continues to thrive. Equally
important is the need for me to maintain regular dialogue
with the industry to keep Government abreast of the needs
and aspirations of IT professionals. A great deal of effort
is also needed to monitor the performance of the Government
to ensure that it operates in a more accountable and
transparent manner.

Regarding the establishment of a regulatory framework for
the ICT industry, | responded to the public consultation
exercises and expressed my views on many issues, including
VOIP, Broadband Wireless Access and Unsolicited Electronic
Message (UEM). With the proliferation of Interactive Voice
Response System (IVRS) generated spam, | pressed the
Government to tackle this growing problem by exploring the
feasibility of adopting a “calling party pays’ charging formula,
which would discourage direct marketing companies from
calling indiscriminately on their fixed telephone lines. |
expect that legislation, together with a package of measures
to tackle UEM -- including IVRS-generated spam -- will be
introduced into LegCo for scrutiny in 2005/06.

In order to promote the ICT industry, | dedicated a great
deal of effort to the areas of information security, CEPA 3
and the development of wireless technologies in Hong Kong.
In 2004/05, | set up three dedicated Working Groups to
focus on the above policy areas. Backed by members of
the industry, we have been able to come up with a number
of proposals based on their valuable advice to facilitate the
sustainable growth of the ICT sector.

To tackle the issue of human resources needs of the ICT
sector, | will continue to work with the industry to raise the
status of our IT professionals. We are well on the way
towards reaching a consensus on the minimum benchmark
that should be required for the proposed registration
framework. While employment has been improving along
with the economic recovery, | am concerned that the number
of students pursuing IT courses has declined drastically in
recent years. As a result, in August 2005, | launched an



“IT for Youth” Campaign to demonstrate to youths and the
community the importance that IT, as a key driving force in
the long-term economic growth of Hong Kong, can be an
exciting, challenging and rewarding career for our younger
generation.

Our ICT industry continues to grow and adapt. To ensure
this growth is sustainable, it is vital that the needs and
opinions of the IT industry are clearly heard by the
Government. This year, | launched a Company Visit Program
in a bid to more clearly understand the needs and difficulties
facing enterprises within the ICT industry in their business
development. These visits also serve as a very useful
vehicle for me to gauge and reflect businesses’ views to the
Government on issues pertaining to our industry. Please
do drop me an email if you want to share with me your views
through this program.

| am pleased to have been given the opportunity to continue
to serve the IT industry as the Legislative Councillor
representing the Information Technology Functional
Constituency for a third term from 6 October, 2004. | am
extremely grateful to Members of the Advisory Committee
and all IT organizations for their ardent support. My heartfelt
appreciation also goes to Members of three Working Groups
which | set up to cover policy areas in fostering Closer IT
Partnerships with Mainland China, Information Security and
Wireless Technology. All of the achievements during the
last year owe much of their success to members of the ICT
industry for their active participation and valuable advice.

Finally, | would like to express my deepest appreciation for
all the support that members within the ICT sector have
given me. Without your full confidence in me over the past
seven years, | would not have been able to push for many
policy changes that have benefited the industry as well as
Hong Kong citizens from all walks of life.

Sin Chung Kai
Legislative Councillor (IT)
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Article 53

In April 2005, the Acting Chief Executive of the HKSAR
requested that the Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress interpret Article 53 of the Basic Law on
the issue determining the term of office of the new Chief
Executive.—Not-only did such a request make a mockery
of the rule of law, the increasingly frequent requests for
interpretation of the Basic Law is also undermining Hong
Kong'’s high degree of autonomy and the “one country, two
systems” principle.

As a democrat committed to the rule of law, CK aired his
concerns and objections about the interpretation when he
was invited to attend a seminar chaired by Standing
Committee Deputy Secretary-general Qiao Xiaoyang on 22
April, 2005. During the seminar, CK submitted a position
paper which stated that the interpretation was insupportable,
as the Basic Law is straightforward and clearly states that
the term of the Chief Executive be five years after he/she
is elected.






